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INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION.

or THE ANGLO-INDIAN AND DOMICILED EUBOPEAN COMMUNITY OF INDIA.    [Continued.

besides being freed from the control of the Executive
should be protected from the wanton attacks of the
Legislature and secured in their appointments for a
stated period to enable them to carry out their
programmes. They should further be encouraged
to create a convention of-responsibility by working
together under a Chief. --

The residuary powers of the Governors and the
Governor General should, we consider, be retained,
but Second Chambers should be established in all
the Provinces to be interposed between the popular
House and the Governor and as a check on irrespon-
sible legislation. Communities and interests should
be represented on these by nominated members;
the Anglo-Indian Community having at least one
nominated seat in each Province.

In view of the conflicting and heterogeneous
interests of the peoples of India, we consider that
communal electorates should continue, at least for
the present, and until such time as a national con-
sciousness is created through the sharing of common
burdens.

In view of the illiteracy of the masses, we consider
that the franchise should not be widened. At the
same time, we suggest that for the Provincial Legisla-
tive Council, the basis of franchise for the Anglo-
Indian and Domiciled European Community should
be literacy; for the Legislative Assembly, the pay-
ment of rates and taxes, directly or indirectly. We are
men also in favour of the extension of the franchise
to women of the age of 21 and over and eligible for
election to all Legislatures.

We urge that the Anglo-Indian Community be given
'4 elected seats in the Legislative Councils of Bengal,
Madras, and Burma, 3 elected seats in Bombay,
2 in the United Provinces, the Punjab and the Central
Provinces, 2 in Bihar and Orissa and one in Assam,
and that the Community be represented in the Legis-
lative Assembly by an elected member of the com-

munity from each of the 6 major Provinces, the
remaining Provinces being represented by a nominated
member.
Further, that Municipalities, District Boards and
Union Boards be given powers as wide-as-are JQOJJ-
sistent with the protection of vested interests and
the preservation of Law and Order.
We urge that every British subject in India should
have the right to choose whether he will be tried by
an European or an Indian Jury, and that the Law be
altered accordingly.
We also consider that Staff Selection Boards should
be formed in every Province to deal with appoint-
ments to Provincial Services with a representative
of the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European Com-
munity on each body, and that a member of the
Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European Community
should be appointed to the Public Services Com-
mission.
CONCLUSION.
(1)  For the information and guidance of the Com-
mission we desire to state that the Anglo-Indian
and Domiciled European Conference of India at its
final   session   on   May   5th,    1928,   recommended
unanimously    "that  Col.   Gidney,   M.L.A.,   I.M.S.
(retired), represent the case of the community before
the Joint Parliamentary Committee when it meets in
London and that he be given powers to associate
with him, if necessary, one or two members."
(2)  We   desire   to   be   granted   the   privilege   of
supplementing this Memorandum by oral evidence,
in camera if required.
(3)  The Conference of the Community in India
authorised the Executive Committee to select persons
to  give  oral  evidence before  the  Commission on
behalf of the Community.   The names and addresses
of these witnesses will be submitted at a later date.